THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
grave dissatisfaction prevails. Here in Italy, I
mean. Those of whom I am thinking rail against
you as the arch-fascist. Yesterday I received
a letter which might give you cause for dis-
couragement. It was written by a man of letters.
He "said that truth was a rarity in these times,
and that liberty was non-existent."
"A man of letters!" said Mussolini disdainfully.
"Did not you yourself say that the fascist
State was fully entitled to prescribe the duties
incumbent upon its citizens?"
"If one sets out from certain principles," he
answered, "one must not shrink from the logical
consequences of these."
"Your logic is Napoleonic, and I have nothing
to say against it. But what will your contempor-
aries in general, what will posterity, think? Do
you know that millions of persons, down to this
very day, base their judgment of Napoleon's
character upon the fact that he had the Duke of
Enghien shot?"
"An unfair judgment," said Mussolini, "the
execution of the Duke of Enghien was no more
than an episode which must not be magnified
out of proportion to the whole. Had that execution
been Napoleon's entire record, he would have
been blameworthy without qualification. Unques-
tionably it would have been better had this fault
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